
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“LOCAL HERITAGE LISTING” –  
WHAT WOULD IT MEAN FOR MY PROPERTY? 
 
As part of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan for Maidenhead, a Local Heritage List is being 
compiled, with the intention of celebrating and protecting the buildings and places which 
contribute to the heritage character of the town.  
 
Properties included in the list are based initially on Maidenhead Neighbourhood Forum’s 
public surveys of Jan-Feb 2024, as reported in the Maidenhead Advertiser (see below), which 
attracted 115 suggestions. 
 
The criteria used for inclusion on the list were: 
 

• Aesthetic interest • Age  

• Historic interest • Rarity 

• Architectural interest • Archaeological interest 

• Value as part of a group • Landmark status 
 
Importantly, if your house is included in a Local Heritage List this is completely different from 
being a nationally “Listed Building” which carries restrictions and responsibilities enshrined in 
law. If your property is on a Local Heritage List, it means that the local authority considers it to 
have heritage value. Here are some ways this listing might affect your property: 
 
Benefits: 

1. Recognition of Heritage Value: Being listed recognises the historical, architectural, or 
cultural significance of your property. 

2. Community Value: It may increase community awareness and pride in local heritage. 
3. Protection: While not as stringent as nationally Listed Buildings (e.g. Windsor Castle), 

your property gains a level of protection against alterations that might harm its 
heritage value.  

4. Planning Consideration: When considering planning applications that might affect 
your property or its context, the local authority must take its heritage status into 
account. 

 
Considerations: 

1. Restrictions on Alterations: Certain alterations, especially those visible from public 
viewpoints, might require planning permission. This includes changes to windows, 
doors, roofs, and external appearance. 



 

 

2. Material Choices: You might be encouraged (or required) to use traditional materials 
and techniques for repairs and renovations to maintain the historic character. Using 
traditional materials and methods can sometimes be more expensive than modern 
alternatives. 

3. Limitations on Development: While you can still develop your property, you might face 
restrictions on size and scale to preserve its character, or the character of 
neighbouring properties. 

4. Impact on Property Value: Heritage listings can often positively affect property values 
due to the prestige associated with historic homes. However, the restrictions could 
also deter buyers who have plans for redevelopment: this is more relevant to some 
properties than others. 

 
To see an example of a Local Heritage List, here is the link to the one in Windsor 
https://bit.ly/4bbyt6z 
 
You can download advice from Historic England here: https://bit.ly/44fuZ0B 
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