
A Neighbourhood Plan for Maidenhead

“Find out more”

Tuesday 7th June 2022



Welcome & introduction
• Any housekeeping

• Aim of meeting – mobilise, inform



Welcome and Introduction
Andrew Ingram, co-Chair, MNF (5 mins)

A Neighbourhood Plan for Maidenhead
Ian Rose, co-Chair, MNF (20 mins)

The Windsor Neighbourhood Plan 
Claire Milne, Alison Logan and Susy Shearer, WNP (20 mins)

Questions and answers 
(15 mins …)



Maidenhead’s “democratic deficit”

Central Government

Local Government - RBWM

Parish Council 

e.g. Bray Residents Maidenhead Residents

?



Who are we?

+ 800 Facebook Followers

Written constitution

But formally we are nobody 
until designated as a 
qualifying body

8
60

348

42

MNF email database (total 458)

Management Committee

"I would like to take part as a
Forum Member"

"Please keep me informed via
newsletters"

No email opt-in



How did we get to here?
• Originally designated as Maidenhead together with Cox Green 
• A 2019 change at National level invalidated this way of doing it

• Subsequent re-designation of the area and the body refused in Feb 2020
o We are now in constructive dialogue with RBWM before re-applying for designation 

N
o

w

H
e
a

d
 o

f 

P
la

n
n

in
g

 s
e

e
s

 

d
ra

ft
 p

o
li
c

ie
s

2019 2020

R
e
-d

e
s

ig
n

a
ti

o
n

re
fu

s
e

d

2018201720162015 2021

Maidenhead and Cox Green together Maidenhead only

R
e
-

c
o

n
s

ti
tu

te
d

2014201320122011

L
o

c
a

li
s

m
 

A
c
t

1
s

t 
V

is
io

n
 

s
ta

te
m

e
n

t

M
a

id
e

n
h

e
a

d
 a

n
d

C
o

x
 G

re
e

n
 s

p
li

t

2022

R
B

W
M

 r
e

q
u

e
s
t 

to
 s

p
li

t 
a

re
a

C
o

n
s

tr
u

c
ti

v
e

 

d
ia

lo
g

u
e

 b
e

g
in

s
..



Communication from RBWM Planning

Meeting with RBWM Planning

Progress is speeding up



Keeping things going remotely
Date Topic Seen by Clicks, reactions





Our following continues to grow, nevertheless
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
• A neighbourhood plan puts in place planning policy for a 

neighbourhood area to guide future development

• It is about the use and development of land

• It may deal with a wide range of issues (such as housing, 
employment, design, heritage and transport) or it may focus 
on one or two issues only

• It contributes to the achievement of sustainable development



• Most areas of RBWM are doing Neighbourhood Plans

• There’s a lot happening in Maidenhead, now and in future

Designated = Working on a plan, 

no policy weight yet

Non-designated = No area or 

group recognised for plan-making 

Adopted = Plan agreed and part of 

planning policy

RBWM Neighbourhood Areas

May 2022

Designated

Non Designated

Adopted

RBWM Neighbourhood Areas

May 2022

Designated

Non Designated

Adopted

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?



NPPF (National Planning 
Policy Framework)

Policies 
covered by 

the BLP

RBWM-wide BLP

Other 
Neighbourhood 
Plans in RBWM

Potential 
Maidenhead 

Neighbourhood Plan

• Everything has to be compliant with the NPPF (National Policy)
• A Neighbourhood Plan has to align with the RBWM BLP

Where does an NP fit with the BLP?



Neighbourhood Plan Deliverables
1) Planning policies about future development

o This means: policies used to decide whether planning applications are approved

o Neighbourhood Plans can propose areas for development – but BLP does this

o Most likely, we will be making policies to guide developments 

2) Developers look at policy before making planning applications
o Once a Neighbourhood Plan is “made”, it will affect what is proposed 

3) A Neighbourhood Plan group is not..
o A talking shop, a complaints procedure, a way of challenging higher level policy, a 

way of making specific projects happen, a way to stop development..



Five myths about Neighbourhood plans 
• They can reduce building heights

o Any text comment/explanation?

o May be room for a policy outside the town centre?

• It could save the Golf Course

• They can cut traffic
• It can make housing affordable

o Mark Fessey may not share this view?

• It can challenge the Borough Local Plan
o **

• Maybe add “You can plan your own neighbourhood”?



Ideas, policies and filtering 

Do the work

Can MNF 

resource the 

work and 

provide 

evidence?

Ideas

A policy!

Is it 

within 

scope of 

Planning 

policy?

Does

it fit

 with the 

NPPF and 

the BLP?

Constraints set by higher levels of government Work that can be done by Neighbourhood Plan group



Policy topics and scope
• We had a draft Neighbourhood plan, but..

o Last updated in Aug 2019

o Contained policies on for example Green Spaces, Built 
Heritage, Green Corridors..

o Was aligned to a now-outdated version of the BLP

• Policies should come from the membership 

o Scope and policies need to be re-assessed

o Re-run ideas and filtering process if re-designated

• Policies will only come to fruition if people do the work 
o Public engagement, evidence base, alignment with BLP..



Some candidate policy topics..
Topic Comments

> Local Green Spaces Then-candidate list and policy was in 2019 draft Neighbourhood Plan 

> Built Heritage BLP policy is very broad and open to interpretation

> Green Corridors Policy was in 2019 draft Neighbourhood Plan

> Transport links Cycling and walking routes policy was in 2019 draft Neighbourhood Plan

> Design Codes RBWM has Borough-wide design guide. Opinions vary on “good” design..

> Development of the suburbs Central government uses the term “gentle densification”.. 

> Housing Mix and type BLP policy seems weak

> Waterway corridor Balance of recreation, wildlife and landscaping

> Biodiversity BLP contains policy

> Ring Road barrier Policy to make it more permeable to sustainable transport modes? 

..other ideas, needs and candidates will arise!



What Neighbourhood Plans can do

• We’ve identified some candidate policy topics for Maidenhead
o Gathering and filtering ideas is a key post-designation activity

o We need an active and engaged group of people

o ..and to pass the RBWM criteria for forum membership 

o ..and to agree the area with RBWM!
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Some learnings from Windsor NP




